AFRICA ACADEMY HELD IT’S FIRST WORKSHOP ON CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND QUALITY ASSURANCE AS PART OF THE DelPHE PROJECT
By: Dr Koos Engelbrecht, Chairperson of the Africa Academy for Environmental Health.

E-Mail: engelbrechtjc@tut.ac.za 
As part of the British Council sponsored DelPHE (Development partnerships in Higher Education) project the Africa Academy held it’s first of 6 workshops (as part of a three year project cycle) in Pretoria South Africa from 3 to 5 March 2009.

Academics involved in environmental health training programmes from 9 Africa countries and the United Kingdom took part in the workshop that was described as very successful. Academic representation was from Swaziland, Botswana, South Africa, Zambia, Malawi, Kenya, Tanzania, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Other important stakeholders included the Africa group of the International Federation for Environmental Health (IFEH), the British Council (South Africa office), Ministry of Health, Professional Body and Institute as well as Municipalities in South Africa. The World health Organisation (Africa) was invited but did not attend. In total 33 persons participated in the workshop.
The workshop was opened by the Vice Chancellor and Principal of the Tshwane University of Technology (Pretoria South Africa) Prof E Tyobeka and the Deputy Director of the British Council in South Africa, Mr W Harper. The workshop was facilitated by a curriculum specialist as well as quality promotion specialists from the same university.

The main aims of the workshop were to:

· Workshop a draft position paper on an international curriculum that was compiled after the 9th World Congress held in Brisbane Australia and to be submitted to the International Federation for Environmental Health (IFEH) for consideration and approval. The position paper will focus on identified gaps to ensure that the needs of Africa are properly addressed as far as recognition of environmental health qualifications is concerned. The position paper will be forwarded to the Chairperson of the International Faculty Forum of the IFEH to be considered in a final draft before submission to the IFEH.
· The drafting of a core curriculum for environmental health programmes in Africa (especially SADC) was also facilitated by a curriculum development specialist of the Tshwane University of Technology. The process is not complete and the aim is to complete the work at the next workshop to be held in Nairobi Kenya during August 2009. The project aim is to make a document available to guide training Institution in Africa that would want to start environmental health programmes in their respective countries as well as to enable existing offered programmes to align their programmes to the core curriculum. These will assist with mutual recognition of programmes and mobility of environmental health graduates in Africa and other parts of the world.
· The last aim was to start the process of drafting a quality management manual that is acceptable and achievable to environmental health academics in Africa (especially SADC) that can assist in either developing and / or enhancing quality management of environmental health training programmes in the respective countries in Africa. The draft is still in process but it is foreseen that the task will be completed at the 2nd workshop to be held in Nairobi Kenya during August.
In between the March and August workshop various committees will convene to do preparatory work on quality, curriculum and e-learning to be tabled as working documents at the August 2009 Nairobi workshop. From the data of the workshop evaluation it was clear that the workshop met the outcomes and that it can be seen as a first for Africa in developing a harmonised approach towards improving quality assurance and curriculum development in Africa.
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